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Filed for intro on  01/31/2002

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 639
By  Pleasant

A RESOLUTION  to honor and recognize Dr. James Byron
Mitchell, Jr., Superintendent of Shelby County
Schools, for his dedicated service to the youth of
Tennessee.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to

specially recognize those outstanding educators who have devoted their careers to providing

the highest quality education for Tennessee's students; and

WHEREAS, Dr. James Byron Mitchell, Jr. is one such estimable educator, who has

distinguished himself as a professional of the greatest dedication, ability and integrity and has

performed his duties with uncommon devotion and enthusiasm; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mitchell is an extremely talented and compassionate educator who

works assiduously to motivate students of Shelby County to reach their full potential, both as

scholars and as citizens; and

WHEREAS, born in Charlotte, North Carolina on May 4, 1946, he is the son of the late

State Senator James B. Mitchell and the late Margaret Wells Mitchell; in 1948, the family moved

to Memphis and the Bluff City has remained his home since that time; and
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WHEREAS, Dr. Mitchell’s entire education was acquired within his home city; he

graduated in 1964 from Memphis Central High School, where he was highly active in the

school’s academic, athletic, and student government activities; and

WHEREAS, awarded a Leadership Scholarship to Rhodes College, he entered college

in September, 1964 and later served as Freshman Class President and was a starting pitcher

on the school’s baseball team throughout his undergraduate years; in 1968, he received a

Bachelor of Arts; and

WHEREAS, as he advanced in his notable career, James Byron Mitchell, Jr. never failed

to remember the immense value of education or neglected to include its pursuit in his personal

experience; in 1974, he earned a Master of Education in Educational Administration from

Memphis State University and, in 1989, he earned a Doctor of Education in Educational

Administration and Supervision from the same institution, where he was named 1989 EDAS

Outstanding Graduate Student; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mitchell began his career in Shelby County Schools in 1968, and since

that time he has earned the respect and admiration of students, parents, and peers alike for the

unsurpassed quality of his service; and

WHEREAS, this talented educator has worked in numerous capacities and excelled in

each of them; before becoming Superintendent, he worked as a seventh and eighth grade

teacher at White’s Chapel Elementary School, a Social Studies teacher at Millington Middle

School, a Certificated Personnel Supervisor with the Central Administrative Office, the Vice-

Principal of Instruction at Germantown High School, the Principal of Millington High School, the

Director of School Plant and Maintenance with the Central Administrative Office, and as the

Assistant Superintendent, Operations Division; and

WHEREAS, in 1997, he was appointed Superintendent of Shelby County Schools;

during his tenure, he provided capable and invaluable leadership to a district of forty-five

schools, 5,000 employees, and 45,000 students; and
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WHEREAS, this exceptional educator has long been recognized by his peers and

students for his incomparable excellence; his many honors and awards include the Tennessee

PTA 1998 Superintendent of the Year, Leadership Memphis Class of 2000, and the 2000

Tennessee Superintendent of the Year, awarded by the Tennessee Organization of School

Superintendents; and

WHEREAS, known throughout his community and his profession as a leader of the

highest merit, Dr. Mitchell has provided astute guidance to numerous organizations, such as the

Facing History and Ourselves Advisory Board, the University of Memphis College of Education

Alumni Board of Directors, the Millington Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, and the

Shelby County Education Association; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mitchell truly serves as an inspiration to his colleagues and students

alike, and his friendship and counsel is highly valued by those who are fortunate to know him;

and

WHEREAS, his professional accomplishments aside, James Byron Mitchell, Jr. is

devoted to maintaining the highest ideals of family and community, and he is most grateful for

the deep love and companionship he has shared with the former Nancy Irene Grear since

marrying her in 1968; and

WHEREAS,  Dr. Mitchell exemplifies the spirit and allegiance to family and community

that is characteristic of a true Tennessean; and

WHEREAS, throughout his estimable career, he has demonstrated a remarkable ability

to motivate others to reach unfathomed heights, earning unparalleled honor within Shelby

County; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor Dr. James Byron Mitchell, Jr., Superintendent of Shelby

County Schools, for his unsurpassed excellence in education, commend his exceptional service
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to the youth of Shelby County and Tennessee, and salute his professional expertise and

remarkable diligence and devotion.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we extend to him our heartfelt wishes for a happy

and fulfilling retirement and every continued success in his future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


